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la 1865 Karl Marx 1 published Das Kapital, the book
which has had such immense influence on the history of
the modern world. Marx taught that ** capitalism '* as a "capital*
system whereby individuals own one of the main factors of
production, was wrong. Capital should be collectively
owned by the workers. A class war must inevitably be
fought and the workers must seize industrial power and
create a" State controlled by workers. Marx's ideas spread,
and when the Socialist movement .came into being, men took
it up all over the world. In Great Britain Socialism as a
political force was to develop later, and its first victories
were won in industrial life. Trade Unions had been steadily
going ahead, but the fact that weekly contributions had to
be paid by members, meant that the poorest class of workers
and those in casual employment, could not afford to belong.

Some of the workers' leaders, stirred up by the ideals of
Socialism and egged on by the distress which was general The
in 1889, organized one large section of casual labourers, the lock*
dockers. John Burns, who was to be one of the first Labour strike
men elected to Parliament, led them.   Public feeling sup-
ported them, for their erratic hours and low rates of pay
won them universal sympathy.2   Their demand was for a
wage of Qd. an hour, but the employers would not even
meet them for discussion.  After one of the most celebrated
strikes in industrial history, they won the day.   From then
on a new form of Trade Unionism sprang up.  It flourished
amongst the poorer-paid workers, and it was immensely
influenced by the ideals of Socialism which had not appealed
so much to the better paid and highly skilled workers of
the older Unions.   The leaven had begun to work.   The Trade
Trade Union movement decided to use part of its funds to aifdons
send working-men to Parliament.    When Chamberlain's meat*"

1 He was a German Jew who was exiled from Germany under Bismarck's
repressive regime, lived in London, and used the British Museum Reading-
room when collecting material for his writings,

* Cardinal Manning supported them warmly. In their processions they
carried poles on which were stuck bad onions and rotten fish heads, to show
the food on ^Phich they subsisted.
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